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THE  MEMOIRS OF
Supping that night with my Lord Treasurer, he said he fully intended to solicit the King to do something for me but had not yet found anything that was proper for me-but, if he really meant it, I knew he might have done it before then.
February 4. We had an answer from the King to our address, whereby he pressed the giving of money to carry on the war; and to invite us the more to it, made the House acquainted with what alliances he had made. This so wrought upon the House, that it being put to the question, it was carried by forty-two votes to assist his Majesty in that war, and to consider of the way to do it; but it being late, the debate was put off till the next morning.
February 5. Waiting on the Duke of York that morning, he spoke a good while to me concerning this matter ; and being the night before with my Lord Treasurer, the scheme was laid how to proceed the next clay. There had happened many warm debates as to this affair, and the reason of the great opposition it found was a desire in some to oppose the Crown, though in the very thing they wished for themselves (for this nation was always desirous of a war with France); and a jealousy in others, that the King intended to raise an army, but never designed to go on with the war; and truly some of the King's party were not sure of the contrary. Soon after, it was voted by the Commons to give money for the raising of twenty-six regiments of foot, four of horse and two of dragoons, with a navy of ninety men of war, for a war against France.
"Upon this occasion of war, having notice that it might be possible to repair the fort at Burlington, I applied myself to my Lord Treasurer to get me the command of it, if it should be done ; but he told me that would not be thought necessary, that coast lying more to Holland than France. Soon after I applied myself to the Duke